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Oak Plains Lodge F&AM #789’s Vision Statement:  

To create a strong and viable Lodge made up of men who have a strong desire to practice together the 
principles of Freemasonry, ensuring it becomes relevant to today’s society while maintaining its high moral, 
social and charitable standards, thus making a positive difference in the quality of life in our community.  

Master WM M. Scott Henry, PM (916) 595-2588 murphy916@gmail.com
Senior Warden David V. Meneley (916) 718-5878 davemeneley@gmail.com
Junior Warden Wor. Bill Brewer, PM (916) 715-6427 retired830pc@comcast.net
Treasurer Carroll O. Dudley, III (916) 395-8736 codudley3@comcast.net
Secretary Steven Brown (916) 531-3218 palmasteveb@sbcglobal.net
Assitant Secretary Mike A. Perry (916) 622-7769 pmike2351@gmail.com
Chaplin Wor. Gene Olson, PM (916) 483-5594
Senior Deacon Justin Rubsam (916) 491-9210 justin@stellar-tv.com
Junior Deacon Mauricio Pasos (916) 218-9224 mpasos@serveallcontracting.com
Marshal Mathew DeVilbiss (916) 320-1816 yankone1967@gmail.com
Senior Steward Maury Hicks (520) 528-9977 hr.harley@yahoo.com
Junior Steward Vacant
Organist Vacant
Tiler Ed Alvarez (916) 791-4934

404 District Inspector Wor. Joseph Juelch, PM (916) 225-9486 joejuelch@yahoo.com
Officers Coach Wor. Jeff Askins, PM (916) 275-5778 labdad2014@gmail.com
Head Candidate's Coach Wor. Joseph Juelch, PM (916) 225-9486 joejuelch@yahoo.com
Charity WM. M. Scott Henry, PM (916) 595-2588 murphy916@gmail.com
Widow's Outreach Jeffery Wiech-Warren (916) 208-1628 jeffreyallenwarren@gmail.com
Building Manager Wor. Marvin Lean, PM (916) 769-9053 marvin_lien@usa.com
Hall Rental Wor. Marvin Lean, PM (916) 769-9053 marvin_lien@usa.com
Temple Board President Carroll O. Dudley, III (916) 395-8736 codudley3@comcast.net
Audit Vacant
Funeral Master Wor. Joseph Juelch, PM (916) 225-9486 joejuelch@yahoo.com
Demolay Alex Vuckovich (916) 215-1117 articsophia@yahoo.com
Rainbow Advisors
Eastern Star

2017 OFFICERS

OTHER NUMBERS

 

Oak Plains Lodge F&AM #789 

3010 Becerra Way 

Sacramento, CA 95821-3915 

(916) 485-6864 

Managing Editor: Mike Perry 

Pmike2351@gmail.com 

mailto:Pmike2351@gmail.com


3 
 

From The East 

Marshall Scott Henry - Master 

 

Greetings from the East my Brothers. Well the weather has 
started to cool off, scary movies are in the theaters, pumpkin 
spice lattes are on the menu at Starbucks and the return of 
yoga pants with Uggs must mean Fall has returned. With the 
onset of Fall now here, preparations are in full swing for the 
new Masonic year, I find myself getting reflective. It’s often 
during this time of year I ask myself similar questions: Why 
am I a Mason? Am I doing a good job at living up to my 
obligation? Is there more I should be doing? Am I properly 

dividing my time and commitments? And so on… 

I’ve learned over the years it is common to have these kinds of thoughts and it is the act of questioning our 
place that strengthens our bond and commitment to the fraternity. Through reflection and open 
discussion, we can define our thoughts and even more importantly, highlight our strengths, we all too often 
lose sight of. Masonry is a lifelong journey in which we must all carve our own path; however, it is through 
the strength of our Brotherhood we find the courage to always move forward.  

Before you know it, pumpkin farms will be replaced by Christmas tree lots and we will be reminded of the 
importance of family and the love of the season. Unfortunately, many of our cultural traditions of religion 
and family have dissipated over the generations. Whether you believe this is because of political 
correctness, a breakdown in family structure or just a change in times, Masonic traditions remain constant 
as a cornerstone of our fraternity. I recently read an excellent article, “Personal Integrity, the Cornerstone 
of Masonic Philosophy”, which I will link at the end of my article. The article is written by Past Grand 
Master of Louisiana, Clayton J. Borne, III. I encourage everyone to take a few minutes of their day to read 
this article, Worshipful Clayton does an excellent job explaining why we, as Masons, do what we do; why it 
is so important; and how it is still relevant today in society. My hope is after reading this article many of our 
own questions may be answered, whether you are an officer or not. Because in short, what we do is 
important; it does matter and yes, in fact, it is absolutely worth it. The men of Oak Plains Lodge have much 
to be proud of and I hope each of you never forget this and always strive to come out of the dark and into 
the light. 

The lodge is strong and its future bright. Be just, be faithful, be true; live by your obligations outside the 
lodge as well as inside and I promise you will always find the answers you seek.  

Happy holidays to you all and may God bless you and all those who are close to your heart! 

http://the-lectern.blogspot.com/2008/09/personal-integrity-cornerstone-of.html 

 

Fraternally,  

M. Scott Henry, WM   

http://the-lectern.blogspot.com/2008/09/personal-integrity-cornerstone-of.html
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From The West 

Bro. David Meneley – Senior Warden 

 

Greeting Brethren! 

Well, we have survived another hot Sacramento summer and are 
now into fall. The days are starting to get shorter and the 
weather is starting to get more comfortable again. Around Oak 
Plains Lodge things are busy as ever with degrees, in June and 

July we raised Brother Perry and Brother Parker to the Sublime Degree of Master Mason. The officers of 
Oak Plains continue to get ready to move up into their new chairs at the end of the year and our lodge’s 
first Annual Oktoberfest on October 21st from 5:00-10:00, be sure to invite your family and friends and 
make help to make this event a success! Many thanks to Bro. Mauricio Pasos for heading this event! 

I have touched on several subjects that are important to me over this past year. I have talked about ritual 
excellence, more brotherhood events, and Masonic education. This time around I would like to talk about 
being a Mason outside of the lodge. How many of your friends, family and associates know you are a 
Mason? If they know, how do they know? Do they know by your words, your acts, or both? I am very open 
about being a Mason, it is a very important part of my life. I do my very best to live by Masonic principles 
and values at home, at work or anywhere I happen to be. 

My challenge to you, my Brothers, is to do a quick self-evaluation and see if you are living the lessons 
Masonry has taught you. If not, adjust your acts to match what you have been taught. My wish is all of us at 
Oak Plains may be known by our acts as well as our words.  

October, November and December are shaping up to busy as we will be initiating Mr. Jedediah Parker and 
Mr. Jake Palmyra into our fraternity. Please follow us on Facebook @oakplains789 or the lodge website 
www.lodge789.wpfreemason.net. The initiation dates will be posted once approved by the Worshipful 
Master. We would also like to welcome our newest member Bro. Gary Reynolds who has just affiliated to 
our lodge, if you see Bro. Reynolds around the lodge please take the time to say hello! We also have a 
couple of other prospective members who are attending the dinners and looking to apply to Oak Plains 
Lodge #789.  

Well, that about wraps it up for now, take it easy and see you around the lodge! 

Your Senior Warden, 

 

Bro. David Meneley 

http://www.lodge789.wpfreemason.net/


5 
 

 

From The South 

Wor. William Brewer, PM – Junior Warden 

From the South: I believe with all the unrest in the world today and 
America’s role in those varied disputes, each Veterans Day, as it 
should, take on a new and solemn meaning for us all. In the regard I 
offer this message of hope, recognition and gratitude to those who 
served and those who are serving.   

While looking on the internet for something that would inspire us, as 
Americans and as Masons, and which told the story, I found this brief 
history of Veterans Day published by the Office of Public and 
Intergovernmental Affairs, and offer it here for your examination and 
consideration. While all of us have some understanding of Veterans 
Day, I offer this deeper examination. 

In my mind, Veterans Day has the same meaning and connotation as 
the Fourth of July and should be celebrated in the same regard; a 

sincere celebration of all, past and present, men and women who have served and continue to serve this 
great nation.  

History of Veterans Day 

World War I – known at the time as “The Great War” – officially ended when the Treaty of Versailles was 
signed on June 28, 1919 in the Palace of Versailles outside the town of Versailles, France. However, 
fighting ceased seven months earlier when an armistice or temporary cessation of hostilities, between 
the Allied nations and Germany went into effect on the eleventh hour of the eleventh day of the 
eleventh month. For that reason, November 11, 1918, is generally regarded as the end of “the war to 
end all wars” 

In November 1919, President Wilson proclaimed November 11 as the first commemoration of Armistice 
Day with the following words: “To us in America, the reflections of Armistice Day will be filled with 
solemn pride in the heroism of those who died in the country’s service and with gratitude for the 
victory, both because of the thing from which it has freed us and because of the opportunity it has given 
America to show her sympathy with peace and justice in the councils of the nations…” 

The original concept for the celebration was for a day observed with parades and public meetings and a 
brief suspension of business beginning at 11:00 a.m. 

The United States Congress officially recognized the end of World War I when it passed a concurrent 
resolution on June 4, 1926, with these words: 

Whereas the 11th of November 1918, marked the cessation of the most destructive, sanguinary, and far 
reaching war in human annals and the resumption by the people of the United States of peaceful 
relations with other nations, which we hope may never again be severed, and 
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Whereas it is fitting that the recurring anniversary of this date should be commemorated with 
thanksgiving and prayer and exercises designed to perpetuate peace through good will and mutual 
understanding between nations; and  

Whereas the legislatures of twenty-seven of our States have already declared November 11 to be a legal 
holiday: 

Now, Therefore be it Resolved by the Senate (the House of Representatives concurring), that the 
President of the United States is requested to issue a proclamation calling upon the officials to display 
the flag of the United States on all Government buildings on November 11 and inviting the people of the 
United States to observe the day in schools and churches, or other suitable places, with appropriate 
ceremonies of friendly relations with all other peoples. 

An Act (53 Stat. 351; 5 U.S. Code, Sec. 87a) approved May 13, 1938, made the 11th of November in each 
year a legal holiday—a day to be dedicated to the cause of world peace and to be thereafter celebrated 
and known as “Armistice Day.” Armistice Day was primarily a day set aside to honor veterans of World 
War I, but in 1954, after World War II had required the greatest mobilization of soldiers, sailors, Marines 
and airmen in the Nation’s History; after American forces had fought aggression in Korea, the 83rd 
Congress, at the urging of the veterans service organizations, amended the Act of 1938 by striking out 
the word “Armistice” and inserting in its place the word “Veterans.” With the approval of this legislation 
(Public Law 380) on June 1, 1954, November 11th became a day to honor American veterans of all wars.  

Later that same year, on October 8th, President Dwight D. Eisenhower issued the first “Veterans Day 
Proclamation” which stated: “In order to insure proper and widespread observance of this anniversary, 
all veterans, all veterans’ organizations, and the entire citizenry will wish to join hands in the common 
purpose. Toward this end, I am designating the Administrator of the Veterans’ Affairs as Chairman of a 
Veterans Day Committee, which shall include such other persons as the Chairman may select, and which 
will coordinate at the national level necessary planning for the observance. I am also requesting the 
heads of all departments and agencies of the Executive branch of Government to assist the National 
Committee in every way possible.” 

On that same day, President Eisenhower sent a letter to the Honorable Harvey V. Higley, Administrator 
of Veterans’ Affairs (VA), designating him as Chairman of the Veterans Day Committee. 

In 1958, the White House advised VA’s General Counsel that the 1954 designations of the VA 
Administrator as Chairman of the Veterans Day National Committee applied to all subsequent VA 
Administrators. Since March 1989 when VA was elevated to a cabinet level department, the Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs has served as the committee’s chairman. 

The Uniform Holiday Bill (Public Law 90-363 (82 Stat. 250)) was signed on June 28, 1968, and was 
intended to ensure three day weekends for Federal employees by celebrating four national holidays on 
Mondays. The first Veterans Day under the new law was observed with much confusion on October 25, 
1971. It was quite apparent that the commemoration of this day was a matter of historic and patriotic 
significance to a great number of citizens, and so on September 20th, 1975, President Gerald R. Ford 
signed Public Law 94-97 (89 Stat. 479), which returned the annual observance of Veterans Day to its 
original date of November 11, beginning in 1978. This action supported the desires of the overwhelming 
majority of state legislatures, all major veterans’ service organizations and the American people.  
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Veterans Day continues to be observed on November 11, regardless of what day of the week on which it 
falls. The restoration of the observance of Veterans Day to November 11 not only preserves the 
historical significance of the date, but helps focus attention on the important purpose of Veterans Day: 
A celebrations to honor America’s veterans for their patriotism, love of country, and willingness to serve 
and sacrifice for the common good. 

Have a great day of celebration and acknowledge our veterans, not on this dedicated day, but on each 
and every day; they gave and continue to give so much. 

404th Masonic District – Stated Meeting Schedule 

Oak Plains #789 – 3rd Monday Bicentennial Daylight #830 – 3rd Tuesday Natoma #64 -1st Thursday 
Fellowship – 6:00 PM Fellowship – 11:00 AM Fellowship – 6:00 PM 

Dinner – 6:30 PM Lunch – 11:30 AM Dinner – 6:30 PM 
Meeting – 8:00 PM Meeting – 1:00 PM Meeting – 8:00 PM 

 

Inspector of the 404th Masonic District: Worshipful Joseph Juelch 

 

Temple Board 
Carroll O. Dudley, III President WM M. Scott Henry, PM Board Member 
Wor. Gene Olson, PM Secretary Justin Rubsam Board Member 
Wor. Marvin Lean, PM 
Bro. Mauricio Pasos 

Treasurer / Building Mgt 
Board Member 
 

Alex Vuckovich Board Member 

 

The Temple Board Meets the 2nd Tuesday of the month at 6:30 PM 

Sweetheart Corner 

Sweethearts, 

Should you ever need assistance, please call the Master of the Lodge, or Bro. Jeffrey Winch-Warren at 
916-208-1628. 

Youth Groups 

My Brothers,  

You are cordially invited (and encouraged) to attend the events of our very own Chapter of DeMolay, 
DeMolay meets for dinner every 1st and 3rd Wednesday. The 4th Wednesday is reserved for advisory 
council and the 5th Wednesday is game nights. All Masons are welcome to attend all events. All meetings 
start at 7:00 p.m..  

On the 4th Saturday of every month, these young men show up to help our Temple Board and Oak Plains 
#789 perform the monthly clean up. They help mow, pull weeds, paint and any other duties that need to 
be completed. A huge thank you goes out to these boys!  
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Birthdays 

October   November  
Name Birthdate  Name  Birthdate 
Timothy Beilby 1-Oct  Kenneth Mumma 3-Nov 
Wilken Dannmeyer 1-Oct  Michael Barta 11-Nov 
Randall Beck 3-Oct  Anthony Crosby 13-Nov 
Robert Blohm 4-Oct  Kevin Sorbello  15-Nov 
Carroll Dudley III 4-Oct  Eric Kultti Jr. 16-Nov 
John Nelson 7-Oct  Manas Kshirsaear 17-Nov 
Steven Rodriquez 11-Oct  Eugene Bond 18-Nov 
Bret Rosenberg 28-Oct  David Kerr 26-Nov 
     
  December   
Name  Date  Name Date 
Albert Skaggs 5-Dec  Wor. Marshall Henry, PM 15-Dec 
Alexander Vuckovich 5-Dec  Denny Hudson Jr. 19-Dec 
Richard Davis 9-Dec  Aaron Miller 24-Dec 
John Pefley 14-Dec  Robert Parker 24-Dec 
Randall Burghgrave 15-Dec  Charles Pratt Jr. 26-Dec 
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Master Mason Birthdays 

Please join us in congratulating each of the Brothers who are celebrating being raised to the Sublime 
Degree of Master Mason for July, August and September, Congratulations Brothers! 

October    November   
Name Date 

Raised 
Years  Name Date Raised Years 

Jeremy Coombes 10/26/1992 25  Billy Bergan 11/02/1996 21 
Wilken Dannmeyer 10/22/1968 49  Eugene Bond 11/08/1965 52 
Brian Fourr 10/28/1985 32  Vincent Guarna 11/13/1989 28 
Alan Manby 10/20/1948 69  Donald Hause 11/13/1995 22 
Christopher Mumma 10/28/1991 26  Wor. Marshall Henry, PM 11/14/2005 12 
Robert Schoenborn 10/05/1981 36  Marvin Lien, PM 11/07/1977 40 
Jeffrey Tucker 10/01/1979 38  Billy Malone 11/29/1997 20 
Kenneth White 10/27/1965 52  George Medlicott 11/26/1984 33 
Richard White, PM 10/28/1996 21  George Myers 11/18/1964 53 
November (cont.)    December   
Name  Date Years  Name Date Years 
Howard Nielsen 11/23/1960 57  Gerald Bragg 12/14/1970 47 
Alfred Patterson 11/11/1974 43  Edward Camillieri 12/13/1982 35 
Scott Plotkin 11/28/2011 6  William Cheesebrough 12/14/1981 36 
Charles Pratt Jr. 11/02/1966 51  Hans Chun 12/12/2011 6 
Larry Thompson 11/28/1983 34  Darren Grove 12/01/2008 9 
Erwin Zacharias 11/09/1981 36  John Nelson 12/11/1972 45 
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”The Road Less Traveled” 

By Mike Perry, Assistant Secretary 

“There’s a road a winding road that never ends” is the start of a song sung by George Strait. Mr. Strait is 
a country singer, actor cowboy and stand-up gentleman. I do not know if Mr. Strait is a Mason or if the 
writers Buddy Brock and Dean Dillon are either. However, if there was ever a song made for Masons this 
is the song: 

“The Road Less Traveled” 

 

There’s a road a winding road that never ends 

Full of curves lessons learned at every bend 

Goin’s rough unlike the straight and narrow 

It’s for those who go against the grain 

Have no fear dare to dream of change 

Live to march to the beat of a different drummer 

And it all might come together 

Or it all might come unraveled 

On the road less traveled 

For the road less traveled ain’t for the faint of heart 

For those who choose to play it safe and never stray too far 

Me I want to live my life and one day leave my mark 

And it all might come together 

And it all might come unraveled 

On the road less traveled 

I’ve chosen a pathway I may not endure 

One thing’s for certain nothing’s for sure 

And it all might come together 

And it all might come unraveled 

On the road less traveled 

There’s a road, a winding road that never ends 



11 
 

Masons are on a journey through life, filled with many twists and turns, it has curves that teach us 
lessons at every bend. Masons encounter these winding roads as we search further enlightenment. A 
Masonic journey can be rough unlike the straight and narrow. There are hours of studying, memorizing, 
reciting, mentoring and the dreaded proficiency in front of your fellow Brothers. 

 Some travel this road easier than others. After all, we are not all the same and our roads are different 
and the lessons that are learned are different. One Brother may just want to be an Entered Apprentice 
and belong to Masonic Fraternity and just enjoys being in a group where all men are equal. Others seek 
a different road, a road of education and enlightenment. Masonic Traditions go back hundreds and 
hundreds of years, all the way back Hiram Abiff. A person could spend a lifetime studying this great 
fraternity. Another road could be that of going through the chairs and becoming an officer and leading a 
lodge.  All of these paths can be easy or hard for the individual person, but one thing is for sure, there 
are going to be lessons learned at every bend. One would have to ask himself “why do I want to be a 
Mason?” Chances are he wants to change or improve himself. Masonic Life is just that, a chance for 
people to go against the grain…. To be a better man and have no fear to dare to dream of change. 

 As Masons our Faith is our foundation and we all dream of the three principles of Faith, Hope and 
Charity. Ever remembering to have faith in God, hope of immortality, and most of all charity for all 
mankind. So one might say we have to live to the beat of different drummer. In the current climate of 
our society, this could not be truer. After all the greatest of these principles is Charity; for our Faith may 
be lost in sight, Hope end in fruition, but Charity extends beyond the grave, through the boundless 
realm of eternity. Which I think rounds out the first verse of the song “and it all might come together, 
and it all might come unraveled, on the road less traveled”.  

“For the road less traveled ain’t for the faint of heart”  

 Life gets in the way. Careers, kids, marriage, divorce, separations, sickness or other Masonic obligations 
can all be factors for members to stray away from the Blue Lodge. As we all know the work is done in 
the Blue Lodge and are reminded, no matter what lodge you are raised in, we must never stray to far 
from our obligation we all took.  

“Me I want to live my life and one day leave my mark”  

By the exercise of Brotherly Love, we are taught to regard the whole human species as one family. The 
high and the low, the rich and the poor, who, as created by one Almighty Parent, and inhabitants of the 
same planet, are to aid, support and protect each other. On this principle Masonry unites men of every 
country, sect and opinion; and causes true friendships to exist among those who might have remained 
at a perpetual distance.    

To relieve the distressed is a duty incumbent on all men, but particularly on Masons, who are linked 
together by an indissoluble chain of sincere affection. To soothe the unhappy, to sympathize with their 
misfortunes, to compassionate their miseries, and to restore peace to their troubled minds, is the great 
aim we have in view. On this basis, we form our friendships and establish our connections.  

Truth is a divine attribute and the foundation of every virtue. To be good and true is the first lesson we 
are taught in Masonry. On this theme, we contemplate and by its dictates endeavor to regulate our 
conduct. While influenced by this principle, hypocrisy and deceit are unknown among us; sincerity and 
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plain dealing distinguish us; and with heart and tongue we join in promoting each other’s welfare and 
rejoicing in each other’s prosperity. (Taken from the Candidate’s First-Degree Manual.)  

These three tenets are the pinnacle set forth for Masons to live by, to strive for, and, like many Masons 
have done and will do future, and will aide Masons in making their mark both in lodge and out in the 
communities in which we live.  

“I’ve chosen a pathway I may not endure, one thing’s for certain and nothing’s for sure, And it all might 
come together, And it all might come unraveled--- On the road less traveled” 

My Brothers, we have chosen a path that we may not endure all the many hardships, happiness and life 
lessons. Yet it is not certain any of these things will ever happen. We are faced Masonically with critical 
decisions every day, not knowing what we may endure along the way. We as Masons have the 
opportunity to choose our own road, ever remembering to first invoke the blessing of God, follow your 
faith and fear not what he or they can do unto you. And remember the Common Gavel Free and 
Accepted Masons use for the noble and glorious purpose of divesting our hearts and consciences of all 
the vices and superfluities of life; thereby fitting our minds, as living stones, for that spiritual building-
that house not made with hands-eternal in the heavens. Please don’t let it come unraveled, remember, 
there’s a road, a winding road that never ends… a Road Less Traveled! 

Thank you for reading why I think George Strait’s “A Road Less Traveled” fits Masonic Life and helps us 
to understand all the choices we have as we wind and turn as we travel through life! 
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Octoberfest 2017 

 
October 21st 2017 5pm to 10pm 

$ 30 per person 

Come enjoy great music, food and beer! 
For tickets see brother Mauricio Pasos 916-218-9224 

Come join us, All are welcome… 

Octoberfest  
Late September through October  

The first Oktoberfest was held October 12, 1810, in honor of the marriage of Crown prince 
Ludwig of Bavaria to Princess Therese von Saxony Hildurghausen. Since that time it has 

become, above all else, a celebration of German beer. The Lord Mayor of Munich, Germany, 
opens the first barrel, and the 16 day festival begins. Both citizens and tourists flock to the 
event, which is marked by folk costume parades in which brewery horses draw floats and 

decorated beer wagons through the streets. Oktoberfest celebrations modeled on the German 
festival are also held in cities throughout the United States. 
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October 
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November 
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December 

 


